Angiographically-induced infection of the aorta.
We present three cases of infection of the native aorta following angiography. The infection was an incidental finding at operation in two patients, while a third presented with fulminant sepsis. All had debridement of the retroperitoneum and underwent successful extraanatomic bypass. We feel caution is warranted in placing a retroperitoneal graft even in suspected aortic sepsis. Prophylactic antibiotics may be advisable to protect against infection of atherosclerotic plaque during angiography.